0:00 – Jaimin:
 Nick Ballenilla double majored in Marketing and Finance. He currently works at Paramount. He shares how he managed to get five internships and a part-time job while he was at Rutgers. He talks about time management and following his passion as a sneakerhead, which brings him much satisfaction from his work.
0:15 – Nicolas:
 Quick introduction of myself: my name is Nicholas Ballenilla. I went to Rutgers and graduated in 2019 with two degrees. I went to the business school on Livingston and graduated with a Marketing degree and a Finance degree, so double major, something I'm really proud of and grateful for. During my time at Rutgers, I stayed really busy, which was helpful for what was to come afterwards. For example, I had five internships. Some people think that’s crazy. One summer in 2017, I had two internships back-to-back, literally one in the morning and one in the day, while also navigating a part-time job. I was a little all over the place but really enjoyed Marketing, combining it with numbers.
1:19 – Nicolas:
 My first job out of college was working at Corporate Foot Locker in New York City. I was trying to understand where I wanted to see my place in the world and what was really important to me. I was a big sneakerhead in college, so it was fun to be somewhere where I knew the culture. Since then, I’ve continued to pursue my passion for entertainment and culture. I ultimately found my position today at Paramount, working with the Cultural Intelligence team as a Senior Analyst. I’ve been here for about two years, and I love it. My job is very interesting. It allows me to see what’s going on with consumers and communicate that with some of our favorite brands. It’s not just about trends like TikTok; it’s also about representation and making sure everyone is recognized. It’s been great so far, and I’m really enjoying it.
2:52 – Jaimin:
 You were passionate about sneakers and got to work at Foot Locker, perfect alignment.
2:59 – Nicolas:
 Yes, it was amazing. I got a cool discount while working there but also learned about the sneaker industry, how it works. It’s not just about cool silhouettes, but also the business side: what sneakers are moving and how the industry operates overall. It was a great opportunity, and I’m grateful to have been there.
3:36 – Jaimin:
 You had five internships and a part-time job. What skills did you develop that bring the most value?
3:50 – Nicolas:
 Time management is a big one. Over the past five years, I perfected the craft of time management. If you’re early, you’re on time; if you’re on time, you’re late. Another important skill is communication, sharing ideas. Some people are bashful about sharing ideas, thinking others might not like them, but you just have to be yourself, hone your thoughts, and contribute. Nobody is ever completely right or wrong. These are key skills I continue to use.
5:35 – Jaimin:
 Working with ideas and collaborating with the team.
5:38 – Nicolas:
 Exactly.
5:41 – Jaimin:
 How important is networking in your field?
5:47 – Nicolas:
 Networking is extremely important. Most often, I communicate with people through LinkedIn to understand what they’re working on and connect. Networking opens many doors. It comes from both your personal and professional networks. I’ve had clients and vendors I networked with via social media or LinkedIn, bringing them into projects or learning more about what they do. You never know where these connections will lead. In business, especially in media and entertainment, networking is critical. Your network is your net worth.
7:12 – Jaimin:
 You’ve developed projects through your network—that’s impressive.
7:26 – Nicolas:
 Yes, I worked very hard at Rutgers. Some people thought I was crazy, but I got it done.
7:50 – Jaimin:
 What advice would you give a student who is struggling right now?
7:53 – Nicolas:
 I’d encourage them to find their path, something meaningful to them, and latch onto it. Connect with like-minded people in that field. Grow your own community and set yourself up for success. Don’t be afraid to get out there. Not everyone makes 100% of the shots they take, but being part of a community helps you grow and get to where you want to be.
8:54 – Jaimin:
 Build your community, and it will build you back.
8:57 – Nicolas:
 Exactly. It will lead to success if you’re doing something meaningful and that you gravitate toward. You have to love what you do. Once you love it, everything becomes seamless and work won’t feel like work anymore.
9:23 – Jaimin:
 Spot on. I love it. Thank you so much for your time; it means a lot.
9:30 – Nicolas:
 Of course, thanks, Jaimin. I really appreciate you having me. Go Rutgers!
